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other parts of the State associated with them, but they
were not of Albany nor at Albany, and a mistrust and dis-
trust of Weed which was general, the odor of corruption
attending his acts, his trickery and deception, made him
suspected and failed to win confidence. But similar infirm-
ities in the Argus, the frailties of its editor and the failure
of Marcy on the financial measures which were then the
absorbing and test questions of party, enabled the con-
glomerate of anti-Masons and Federalists under the name
of Whigs to triumph.

Mr. Seward was elected Governor and with Weed and
some newer personages established a sort of Whig Regency,
where Weed was both corrupt and despotic and governed
the heterogeneous organization with almost arbitrary
power. Successive defeats and successes followed. Dissen-
sions and enmities prevailed in each of the parties, which
each constantly labored to reconcile and conceal.

Marcy's defection did not cause immediate and entire
estrangement, but it was instrumental in the defeat and
ultimate prostration of Van Buren and his friends. Wright
was sacrificed, and for a time implacable and violent hos-
tilities existed. Marcy, though in a small minority of the
Democrats, did not identify himself with the Whigs and
by an adroit and skillful intrigue was brought into Folk's
Cabinet, where he in a measure regained strength, and by
similar services under Pierce became again a prominent
but not fully trusted leader.

In the mean time Seward, pressed forward by Weed and
his associates as the ostensible chief of the Whigs, became
conspicuous in national politics as a Senator and repre-
sentative of that party in the great State of New York.

Tilden in these movements was, although a younger man
than Wright, a very active and sincere friend and supporter
of Van Buren in the Regency, went with the Barnburners
or Free-Soilers in the great break-up, and opposed Marcy
and the Hunkers, as that branch of the party was called.
It was a contest of great acrimony, in which both factions